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The proctor sat down.
"Any questions?" said the judge.
"Any questions?" said the interpreter to Babun.
Babun shook his head. "It is lies they are telling/'
he murmured.
"Are you married?" the judge asked Fernando.
"No."
"You live with a woman in Kamburupitiya?"
"Yes."
"How did you come to settle in the hut in Bedda-
gama?"
"I was getting into difficulties with my loans be-
cause the crop failed last year. I thought I must
go to the village during the chena season and ar-
range for the repayment. I saw the hut empty
there, and went to the headman and asked whether
I might live there. He said 'Yes.5 "
"Do you know the accused's wife?"
"I have seen her. Their compound adjoins that
of the hut. Otherwise I do not know her."
"Next witness."
The man who had found the box gave evidence of
how and where he had found it. Various villagers
were then called, who identified the things found
in Silindu's hut and the box as having belonged
to Babehami. They all denied any knowledge
of ill-feeling between Babun and the headman or